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Pilot Scheduling on Demand: Adaptive Channel
Estimation Scheme for TDD Massive MIMO
With Diverse Coherence Times

Zhouyi Qian

Abstract—In time-division duplex (TDD) massive multiple-
input multiple-output (MIMQO) systems, users send pilot
sequences for channel state estimation in a fixed time inter-
val, which leads to pilot redundancy if users undergo longer
coherence time than the prescribed channel estimation interval,
and consequently reduces the net sum spectral efficiency of
the systems. In this paper, we propose an adaptive channel
estimation scheme for TDD massive MIMO systems, where base
stations can reuse the aged channel state information (CSI) by
exploiting the temporal correlation inherent in channel aging.
We introduce a Fisher transformation method for temporal cor-
relation estimation to determine the CSI estimation interval. We
also derive the closed-form expressions of the spectral efficiency
with channel aging effect and design a threshold to control
the channel aging error introduced by CSI reuse. Numerical
results demonstrate that our proposed adaptive scheme yields
significant performance gains in spectral efficiency across various
communication scenarios.

Index Terms—Channel estimation, coherence time, massive
MIMO, temporal correlation.

I. INTRODUCTION

ASSIVE multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) sys-

tem is deemed as a critical component in 5G and
beyond mobile networks to offer significant spectral and
energy efficiency [1]. By deploying hundreds or thousands of
antennas at base stations (BSs), massive MIMO systems can
employ simple linear precoding techniques to serve a large
number of users simultaneously [2]. Besides, massive MIMO
can mitigate small-scale fading and frequency dependence
owing to channel hardening effect [3].

Massive MIMO relies highly on accurate channel state
information (CSI) to realize the aforementioned potential
gains [4]. In frequency-division-duplex (FDD) massive MIMO
systems, the uplink and downlink channels transmit data over
different frequency bands, requiring both the BS and users
to transmit pilots for channel estimation. In particular, the
overhead of downlink channel estimation scales linearly with
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the number of antennas, leading to substantial estimation
overhead. In contrast, time-division-duplex (TDD) massive
MIMO systems solely need to estimate the uplink CSI due
to channel reciprocity, and the estimation overhead is pro-
portional to the number of users [5], [6]. Therefore, massive
MIMO systems are generally recommended to operate in TDD
mode. Although TDD systems significantly reduce estimation
overhead as compared to FDD systems, it still suffers an
enormous amount of CSI overhead in scenarios with high
mobile device density, such as concerts and train station
waiting areas. To reduce channel estimation overhead, many
prior efforts focus on leveraging the spatial channel correlation
to design pilot allocation strategies. In [7], [8], [9], and
[10], the BS divides users into different groups according to
the channel covariance matrix and allocates a distinct pilot
sequence to each group for pilot reuse. Machine learning and
compressive sensing are also utilized to design uplink CSI
feedback schemes, as discussed in [11] and [12]. While these
schemes effectively mitigate channel estimation overhead, the
reliance on the assumption of spatial channel correlation,
which forms the core of these proposals, requires further
validation. Moreover, these proposed schemes do not explore
the potential of temporal channel correlation in the downlink
transmission.

In practical scenarios, the channels exhibit temporal corre-
lation due to the nearly stationary scattering environment and
user mobility [13], which is known as channel aging and has
been widely investigated in prior studies. The channel aging
process is typically modeled as an autoregressive (AR) process
[14], [15], [16], and the aged CSI sequences can be leveraged
to refine the noisy channel estimates by employing techniques
such as linear extrapolation, Kalman filtering, and machine
learning [17], [18], [19], [20]. In [21], the authors analyze the
asymptotic achievable rates of TDD massive MIMO systems
with channel aging, where the maximum ratio combining
receiver is used for uplink detection and the matched filter-
ing precoder is applied for the downlink transmission. The
asymptotic bound is extended to scenarios using minimum
mean-square error (MMSE) detectors and regularized zero-
forcing precoders in [22], and the power scaling law with the
aged CSI is also studied in [23]. More recently, the impact
of channel aging in cell-free massive MIMO systems with
pilot contamination has also been investigated [24]. These
studies indicate that the aged CSI remains exploitable, with
its utility increasing as temporal correlation strengthens. This
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further suggests that reusing aged CSI leads to limited channel
aging effects and reduces CSI acquisition overhead in slowly
varying channels. In TDD massive MIMO systems, all users
estimate CSI at the same short interval to accommodate
extreme communication scenarios with high Doppler shifts
[25]. Users in diverse propagation environments, however,
have varying channel coherence times, many of which exceed
the predefined CSI estimation interval. The mismatch between
channel coherence time and the fixed CSI estimation interval
leads to significant estimation redundancy in conventional CSI
estimation schemes. Therefore, it is promising to develop more
efficient CSI estimation schemes to exploit the pilot redun-
dancy inherent in diverse user coherence times by reusing the
aged CSL

A few studies have explored the temporal channel cor-
relation underlying pilot redundancy. In [26], a multiuser
massive MIMO model is proposed where users are grouped
according to their velocities, and the grouping threshold is
optimized to maximize system capacity. The idea is extended
to multi-cell scenarios in [27], where users are similarly
grouped by velocity and distinct channel estimation intervals
are assigned to each group to improve the achievable sum
rate. While grouping strategies reduce the complexity of pilot
reuse scheduling, a certain performance loss is inevitably
incurred. In [28], an upper bound on the spectral efficiency
of multiuser MIMO systems is derived as a function of the
channel estimation interval, and a heuristic search algorithm
is proposed to determine the optimal interval for each user.
In [29], the authors introduce intermittent channel estima-
tion schemes in which the BS schedules a fixed number
of users to transmit pilot sequences in each slot to maxi-
mize the achievable sum rate. Channel prediction is further
incorporated in [30], where a convolutional neural network
is trained on a channel dataset to extract channel aging
information from historical CSI. A pretrained recurrent neural
network then predicts future CSI based on historical CSI and
the extracted aging information. Though the aforementioned
channel estimation schemes achieve substantial performance
improvements, they rely on Jakes model [31] and assume
that user velocity is known a priori to characterize temporal
channel correlation, which limits their applicability in non-
uniform scattering environments. Additionally, the real-world
channel coherence time depends not only on user mobility
but also on the dynamic propagation environment. Therefore,
assessing the strength of temporal channel correlation solely
according to user mobility is unreasonable, leading to the
aforementioned methods not fully exploiting the diversity and
redundancy among user coherence times. We try to overcome
these shortcomings by estimating the temporal channel cor-
relation in real time. In contrast to [26], [27], and [32], we
focus on determining the channel estimation interval for each
user rather than scheduling users to estimate channel in each
time slot, and adopt a channel model consistent with those
considered in [26], [27], [29], and [33]. Another concern is
that parameter estimation algorithms relying on point estimates
may yield overconfident temporal correlation assessments due
to imbalanced data distributions arising from the limited
amount of training data available in real-time estimation
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scenarios. The dynamic propagation environment and unpre-
dictable user mobility also intensify uncertainty in the data
distribution.

In this paper, we aim to design an adaptive channel esti-
mation scheme that exploits the temporal correlation of user
channels to reduce CSI estimation overhead for TDD massive
MIMO systems. The proposed scheme comprises two parts:
temporal channel estimation and estimation interval alloca-
tion. For the former, we employ the Fisher transformation
to mitigate data uncertainties in real-time channel correlation
estimation [34]. For the estimation interval allocation, a novel
method is proposed to determine the CSI estimation interval
according to the diverse temporal correlations of users and a
predefined threshold, achieving a balance between estimation
overhead and channel aging. Specifically, our main contribu-
tions are summarized as follows:

e We propose a Fisher transformation temporal correlation
estimation method so as to mitigate the uncertainties of
data distribution, which can effectively control the reduc-
tion of system performance caused by the overestimation
of temporal correlation as compared to common machine
learning based estimation algorithms.

e We theoretically analyze the achievable rate of our pro-
posed scheme with zero-forcing (ZF) precoding in the
downlink transmission, where the error introduced by
channel aging is independent of the channel estimation
error. The achievable rate serves as a guiding principle
to set a threshold for controlling the channel aging error
caused by CSI reuse.

e We conduct extensive experiments to evaluate the perfor-
mance of the proposed adaptive CSI estimation scheme,
whose results indicate that the adaptive channel esti-
mation scheme significantly improves the net spectral
efficiency as compared to the conventional scheme and
achieves a good balance between the channel aging error
and CSI overhead reduction.

The remainder of this paper is structured as follows.
Section II describes the system model under consideration.
Section III elaborates on the advantages of the adaptive
channel estimation scheme and derives the lower bound for
the net sum spectral efficiency of the adaptive scheme. In
Section IV, we illustrate the main steps of our scheme.
Finally, Sections V and VI present the numerical results and
conclusions, respectively.

Notations: Throughout the paper, we use boldface uppercase
letters, boldface lowercase letters and lowercase letters to
denote matrices, column vectors and scalars, respectively. X T,
x* X" x1 tr(X), | X/, and || X|| correspond to the
transpose, complex conjugate, complex conjugate transpose,
inverse, trace, modulus, two-norm of X, respectively. The
notation E {-} denotes expectation operation.

II. SYSTEM MODEL
A. Channel Model

Consider a single-cell TDD massive MIMO system where a
BS equipped with M antennas serves K single-antenna users.
The transmission process is organized into discrete time slots,
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each comprising N. symbols, with an uplink channel training
phase of 7, symbols and a downlink data transmission phase
of N, — 7, symbols. The channel vector g,[n] € CMx!
between the BS and the kth user in the nth time slot is
modelled as

gi[n] = /Brhi[n], (1)

where [ represents the large-scale fading between the BS
and the kth user, and hy[n] ~ CN(0,I,) is a small-scale
fading vector.! To consider the temporal correlation of the
channel, we adopt a quasi-static block fading channel model
where g, [n] stays constant in a slot but varies across slots
[21]. Given the l-advanced channel vector g,[n — ], g.[n]
can be expressed as

gi[n] = pragiln — 1] + exa[n], ()

where €y, [n] ~ CN(0, Bk (1 — Pi,l)IM) represents channel
aging noise independent of g, [n —{], and py; is the temporal
correlation coefficient of the channel. 35 and py,; are invariant
in a stationary block, whose length is N, time slots.

B. Uplink Training

In the uplink training phase, all users synchronously send
pilot sequences 1, € C™1*! to the BS, and the pilot matrix
can be denoted by ¥ £ [1p,, by, ,9;, -+ ,Px]. Since
the pilot sequences of K users are pairwisely orthogonal, i.e.,
iy =1 K> Tul > K must hold. Then the received signal
matrix Y ,[n] at the BS in the nth slot can be expressed as

Y,[n] = ViapaGn] ¥ + W n], 3)

where G[n] £ [g,[n], -+ ,gx[n], -+ ,9x[n]], Tupu denotes
the uplink average transmit power and W ,[n] € CM>™ul s
the additive noise matrix whose elements are i.i.d. CA(0,1).
After receiving the signal Y, [n], the BS can acquire the linear
MMSE estimate of g, [n] as

. TulPul Bk /TulPul Br
gpln] = ————g,In M Wyp,k
TuPuBr + 1 TaPuBr + 1

where w,, i[n] ~ CN (0, I,) is the noise vector independent
of g,[n]. The average power of the mth component of the
channel estimation vector g,[n] is

[, &

Tulpulﬁlz
1+ 7apu B

Let e;[n] = g, [n] — g, [n] denote the channel estimation error,

with e}*[n] representing the mth component of the vector

ex[n]. Due to the orthogonality of the MMSE estimator, e} [n]
and g;*[n] are uncorrelated, and the variance of the channel
estimation error can be calculated as

E{\ewlg}:lwfm

! Although practical massive MIMO channels exhibit spatial correlation due
to the limited number of scatterers, we adopt the spatially i.i.d. Rayleigh fading
model, as utilized in [29]. This modeling choice isolates the channel aging
effect from the coupling effects introduced by spatial correlation, enabling a
clear assessment of its impact on system performance.

e = E{|g[n]1*} = (5)

=Bk — 7 > 0. (6)
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Fig. 1. An example of our proposed channel estimation scheme.

C. Downlink Data Transmission

Let si be the symbol the BS transmits to user k during the
downlink transmission phase. The transmitted symbol vector is
denoted as s £ [s1,--- , 5x]T, which satisfies E{ss} = I'y.
The transmitted signal after linear precoding is given by

x[n] = A[n]D}/s, (7)

where A[n] € CM*X s the precoding matrix [25], which is
a function of CSI matrix G[n] £ [g,[n],--- ,gx[n]]. D, 2
diag{n1,m2,- -+ ,mK } is a power scaling matrix satisfying the
power normalization E{|lx|?} = 1, where 7 is the power
scaling parameter corresponding to the signal for user k. We
employ the ZF precoding to cancel the inter-user interference
and the precoding matrix is given by

Aln] = VM= KG [n)(G (WG ) ' DY2, (®)
where D., £ diag{~1,72, - , 7k }. After the BS transmits the
precoded signal «, the received signal vector which denoted
as y is given by

y[nl = VpaG' [nlz[n] + win], ©)

where y[n] 2 [yi[n], - ,yx[n]]T, pa is the average down-
link transmit power, and w(n] is the additive noise vector, with
each element wy[n] ~ CN (0, 1) representing the noise at the
kth user. Let ay[n] be the kth column of A[n]. Accordingly,

the kth user observes

yk[n] = v/pamgy [n)ax[n]sy

K
+wiln] + Y /pargt [nla(n]s;. (10)
j#k

III. ADAPTIVE CHANNEL ESTIMATION SCHEME FOR TDD
MASSIVE MIMO SYSTEMS

For the uplink training in the conventional TDD massive
MIMO systems, a fixed CSI estimation interval T is applied
to all users, where T represents the duration of a time slot.
Each user needs to send an orthogonal pilot sequence of length
Tyl in each time slot, which results in pilot redundancy since
the channel coherence time of many users exceeds 7. Due to
the impact of channel aging, the BS can reuse the aged CSI to
precode or decode data in the current time slot when the chan-
nel variation is minimal, and the resources freed by reusing the
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Fig. 2. The proposed adaptive channel estimation scheme.

aged CSI can be allocated to data transmission. Building on
this idea, we propose an adaptive channel estimation scheme
and derive the formula for the net sum spectral efficiency
of the proposed scheme. Recall that the temporal channel
correlation for users remains constant in each stationary block.
To facilitate scheme design, the duration of a stationary block
is used as the update period for channel estimation intervals.
The channel estimation intervals for each user in a stationary
block are represented as ui7s,...,u;Ts, ..., uxTs, where
ur € NT. The BS estimates the channel in a conventional
scheme when w; = 1. For users with u; > 1, the BS reuses
the latest aged CSI for precoding and data transmission. We
present an example in Fig. 1 to illustrate the proposed scheme,
where the BS serves four users. In the conventional channel
estimation scheme, {u }1<k<4 are set to 1 and users estimate
CSI in each time slot, while in the proposed adaptive channel
estimation scheme, {ux }1<x<4 are assigned as 1, 2, 3, 3 in the
stationary block, respectively. It is observed from this example
that allowing users to send pilot signals at their respective
frequencies saves resources for channel estimation and further
improves the payload transmission rates as compared to the
conventional scheme.

In contrast to conventional schemes where the BS estimates
the channel in each time slot, the BS reuses the latest channel
estimation vector g, [n — uy] to precode data for kth user in
adaptive channel estimation scheme. After the BS sends the
precoded signal x[n], the received signal at the kth user is

Yi[n] = /DA Pk, [0]Gx[n — ui] T ar[n]s, + win]

=2 VP (P lgiln — el = gi[n)) T a;ns;.
a an

Let e, [n] be the mth component of the vector ey, 1]
where ey y, [n] £ pr.u, [1]G) [0 —ur] — g, [n] represents errors
caused by channel estimation and channel aging. The signal
received by the kth user can be rewritten as

V(M — K)parye i pre,us [0 85
+ Wk [n] - \/]leeg,uk [n]:c[n],

effective noise

yk[n] =

12)

Downlink Data

|:| User k transmits no pilot sequence in this slot

where the three terms are mutually uncorrelated and we treat
the last two terms as effective noise. Therefore, the effective
signal-to-interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR) for user £ in the
adaptive scheme can be expressed as, respectively,

(M — K)paryinipr,u, [n)?

SINRg([n] = % . (13)

1 pal {legt,, [P} S

The achievable rate for user k can be calculated as
Ck[n] =logy (1 + SINRg[n]) . (14)

Let 7,1[n] be the number of symbols for uplink training in the
nth slot of a stationary block, we obtain the net sum spectral
efficiency of our proposed scheme as

Zc‘k

and the average net sum spectral efficiency in each stationary

block is
1 N 1 N - T
ol ul
Cret = FS HEZI Chet [n] = ﬁ E: E_ Ck
(16)

Note that the channel coherence time is prolonged with strong
temporal channel correlations in each stationary block, which
enables a longer uy, to increase the net sum spectral efficiency.
Conversely, when the temporal channel correlations are weak,
long uy, can lead to more CSI aging errors, thereby decreasing
system performance. Hence it is natural to think of setting
{uk }1<r< Kk based on the temporal channel correlation in each
stationary block.

- 7—ul

Chet[n] = (15)

IV. ADAPTIVE PILOT INTERVAL VIA HIGH-CONFIDENCE
CHANNEL ESTIMATION

Due to the absence of closed-form expressions for channel
autocorrelation function in outdoor environments or scenarios
with non-uniformly distributed scatters, we propose a Fisher
transformation method for estimating temporal correlation in
real time. We also derive the lower bound on the asymptotic
achievable rate in an ideal propagation environment where p,;
and pq; go to infinity and set a threshold according to the
lower bound to assess the strength of the temporal correlation.
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The process of the adaptive channel estimation is illustrated in
Fig. 2, where N is the length of a stationary block, and the
time window used for correlation coefficient estimation is IV,,,
time slots. The BS first collects CSI samples to form a sample
set in the initial NV, time slots of each block. We then apply
the Fisher transformation to the CSI sample set to obtain high-
confidence interval estimates of temporal channel correlation,
and adopt the lower bound as a conservative indicator. The
BS determines {uj}i<k<x for all users according to the
correlation indicator and the threshold, and reuses the latest
CSI in time slots when the users send no pilots.

A. Fisher Transmission-Based Correlation Estimation

During the N, time slots at the beginning of each sta-
tionary block, the BS can obtain the channel estimate vector
gieln] = [gtn], -+, 97 [n], -+, g [n]] for the kth user in
each time slot, where ¢*[n] is the CSI of the mth antenna.
The temporal channel correlation is uniform across antennas
and consistent between the in-phase and quadrature compo-
nents. Consequently, estimating the temporal correlation of
the in-phase component is sufficient to characterize the overall
channel correlation. We denote the in-phase component vector
of gyfn] as gpuln] = [} ulnl. -+ g7 Il g3 In]] and
the BS can collect the CSI sample set {g; .[n]}, . _ v, - Due
to channel noise, we can only estimate the temporal correlation
between CSIs. Let pj; be the temporal correlation coeffi-
cient between CSls separated by [ time slots. The relationship
between the channel estimates g, [n] and g, [n — [] separated
by [ time slots can be expressed as

9i[n] = pragrn — 1] + éx[n], (17)

where &;.[n] ~ CN(0,7(1 — pi;)In) represents noise
independent of g,[n — I, and py,; is the temporal correla-
tion coefficient between g, [n] and g, [n — []. Once the CSI
samples are collected, pj; can be estimated using the sample
correlation coefficient 7y ;, which is calculated as

P 2\ ) )
| \/Z%_l (g}nk [n=1] _gn—l)QZn]\fle (g}nk 1] —gn)

27

(18)
where §,, ;=7 2%21 gixIn—1land g,, = &= Zﬁle a7'Inl.
Subsequently, we obtain the sample correlation coefficient
vector r = [Tk,h e Ty ,7”]@7N,,,L,1].

Sample correlation coefficients cannot be directly used as
correlation indicators, as they almost inevitably yield biased
estimates of the true temporal channel correlation when the
data distribution is imbalanced. In particular, overestimation
can lead the BS to allocate a channel estimation interval that
exceeds the actual coherence time. The mismatch weakens
the temporal correlation between aged and current CSIs, in
which case the reuse of the outdated CSI can no longer
provide effective spectral efficiency, potentially leading to
worse performance than the conventional scheme. To mitigate
the overestimation caused by data uncertainties, we employ
Fisher transformation to 7; and use the lower confidence
bound of 7, as the temporal correlation indicator. Let the joint

20643

confidence level for p, = [pr.1, s Pkils s Pk.N,,—1] DE
1 — a, the confidence level for py;is 1 —( =1 — Nn‘?_l by
the Bonferroni correction. The Fisher transformation of 7 ; is

1 1
zkl:tanh_lrkl:fln St Tk ,
’ ’ 2 1—rpy

19)

where zx; ~ N(%ln(ii’;i) 7ﬁ) Hence the 1 — ¢

1+pk,1
1—=pr.

confidence interval for %ln ( ) can be expressed as
U¢/2

i U
(1h0) = (- pat i) @

where u¢ /o represents the upper (/2 quantile of the standard
normal distribution. We apply the hyperbolic tangent transfor-
mation to (L3, ,, U} ,;), and then the 1 — ¢ confidence interval
for the channel correlation coefficient Pk, 1s calculated as

(L1, Uk) = (tanh L, ;, tanh U )
2L7% 2U:
e“trt — 1 ekl — 1
=\ 2 ) 2U; ‘ @0
e“Frit 1 eUrl + 1

Define the joint confidence interval as A = (N7~ ' { Ly, <

Pr,1 < Ug}. According to the Bonferroni inequality, we can
infer that

Nyu—1
Pr(A) = Pr( m Lyt < prg < Ugy)
=1
N, —1
Pr(Li; < pry < Ugy) — (N — 2)
1

Y

1=
«

(22)
Therefore, A serves as a joint confidence interval for p, with
a confidence level of at least 1 — a.

B. System Performance Analysis

To assess the strength of temporal channel correlation, we
use Lj; as the temporal correlation indicator and define b
as the threshold. When Lj; > b, the temporal correlation
between g, [n + I] and gj[n] is strong, indicating that the
coherence time is longer than [ slots. Conversely, the temporal
channel correlation is weak and the coherence time is less than
[ slots between channels when Ly ; < b. So the coherence time
can be estimated by sequentially comparing Ly, ; against b and
we have

Up = max{l | Lk,l >b> Lk,l+170 <I<N,,—1l€ Z}

(23)
We know that reusing CSI inevitably introduces channel aging
errors, with the extent of aging determined by threshold b.
To ensure the channel aging error does not outweigh the
system performance gains from CSI reuse, we analyze the
system performance and set the threshold accordingly. Thus,
we analyze the lower bound on the asymptotic achievable rate
as py and pq) approach infinity. Before derivation, we suggest
the following lemmas.
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Lemma 1: The variance of the mth component of the vector
ek, [n] is given by

E {le, n]1%} =81 = o [0]*) + i 0] *E { e [n]*} -

(24)

Proof: The proof is presented in Appendix A. ]

Lemma 2: Let py, ., [n] be the temporal correlation between
gi[n] and g;[n — ug], then we have

Ok ,uge (7 Bk
pra ] = 2P >

Proof: Recall that §;[n] and §7*[n — ug] are Gaussian
random variables with zero mean and variance ;, we can
calculate py o, [n] as

(25)

pAkyuk [n]
@ _ E{g I} E{gi*[n — we}"
(E{|g5 0] 2} B{ g5 [n — we][2})*

TuwPul Bk

2
v Pl (72uzsler ) E {lop )1°)
(E{|g7 0]} E{|g7 [n — wi] 12})2
(0 rapaBe \o 1+ TupaBr P [P
= Pk,uy [n} ﬂ .

TaPulBr + 1 TulPul B b Br
(26)

In (a), we apply the definition of the correlation coefficient
[34]. In (b) we utilize the relation g, [n] = pg u, [1]g; [n—uk]+
€k,u,[n], and in (c) we substitute (5) and E {|g7[n]|?} = v
into (b). The proof is completed by combining (26) with (6).H

Then we have the following theorem which gives the lower
bound on the effective SINR of our proposed scheme.

Theorem 1: The lower bound on effective SINR for user %
in the adaptive scheme at a confidence level of 1 — «v is given
by

(M — K)vene
g+ (Be (32 = 1) + B — ) ey

where lﬂ#pm is the error caused by downlink transmission
noise, O (b% — 1) represents the channel aging error, and
B — Y is the error introduced by channel estimation.

Proof: By Substituting (6), Lemma 1 into (13), the effective
SINR for user k can be expressed as

SINR;, > . 27

M-K
SINR = —— ( 1 L —
Pruy, [N]2Pal + (ﬂk (ﬂk,uk ]z 1) + B 77]6) Zk:lnk
(28)
According to (23) and Lemma 2, we have
Ok g, 1) B A
praln] = D0 5 ol zh @)
Vi
The effective SINR increases with respect to py, ., [1], thus we
can derive Theorem 1 by substituting (29) into (28). |

Theorem 1 indicates that the channel aging error, determined
by b, is independent of both uplink training signal-to-noise
ratio (SNR) and downlink transmission SNR. Thus, channel
aging error persists in an ideal propagation environment,
requiring b to be appropriately set to control the channel aging
effect. To figure out the effect of channel aging only, we derive
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the achievable rate with ideal channel estimation and noise-
free downlink transmission.

Corollary 1: We assume ideal uplink training and downlink
transmission, i.e., py; — 00, pq1 — o0. The lower bound on
the effective SINR for user k£ with equal power allocation at
a confidence level of 1 — « is expressed as

M _
lim SINR, > £ , (30)
Dul,Pdl—>00 7z
and the downlink achievable rate is
Mg
: K
lim Cj > log, (1 + 1) . a3n
Pul,Pd1—> 00 2 ].

Proof: We can directly derive the Corollary 1 from
Theorem 1 when p,; — oo and pgq; — oo. |

Then we can apply the asymptotic downlink achievable rate
as the metric for threshold design, and the threshold is set to
ensure that the channel aging error is negligible as compared
to the performance gains from reducing redundant estimation.
Specifically, we assume that all users can reuse the aged CSI,
i.e. 7y[n] = 0. From (15), the asymptotic net sum spectral
efficiency is the sum of the asymptotic achievable rate in this
case. We then set the asymptotic net sum spectral efficiency,
which accounts only for aging errors, to be equivalent to that of
the conventional channel estimation scheme in a propagation
environment with target uplink and downlink SNRs, so that
the impact of channel aging errors in the current propagation
environment can be negligible.

Corollary 2: Consider an equal power allocation scheme,
where (y 2 KpufB represents the SNR during the uplink
training phase, and (g £ % denotes the SNR for downlink
transmission. Let €, and eq represent target uplink and
downlink SNRs, and we assume that all training resources can
be used for data transmission, the threshold b can be calculated
as

[N

M
b= K

M—K 1-7;
<1+( - )€u1€d1) s 1

+1 , (32)

1+eu+Kear

such that the asymptotic net sum spectral efficiency of our
proposed adaptive scheme is equivalent to that of the con-
ventional channel estimation scheme in the target propagation

. environment.

Proof: The proof is presented in Appendix B. |

From Corollary 2 we can see that b depends on the number
of antennas and users. Therefore, the threshold will be adjusted
in real time according to the number of users in the system,
effectively balancing the gain from reusing CSI and the
channel aging error. We summarize the main steps for the
adaptive channel estimation scheme in each stationary block
in Algorithm 1. Specifically, we first estimate the temporal
channel correlation and compute the confidence lower bound
according to the Fisher transformation. The channel estimation
interval is then determined based on the derived threshold and
the confidence lower bound on temporal channel correlation
for the current stationary block, followed by the adaptive chan-
nel estimation scheme described in Section III. Considering the
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Algorithm 1 Algorithm for Setting Adaptive Channel Estima-

tion Intervals in a Stationary Block

Input: The number of users K, the number of antennas M,
the target uplink training SNR ¢, the target downlink
transmission SNR €4, stationary block length /N, and time
slots for temporal correlation estimation N,,.

Output: Adaptive channel estimation intervals {ux}1<p<k-

1: Initialize the corresponding slot counter dj = 0 for each

user k.

2: Collect the in-phase component of channel g; ,[n] =
[g;k[n], R 48 [n],--- ,Q%C [n]l in the initial N,
time slots of a stationary block as sample set

{ngk’[n]}l<n§Nm :
3: Calculate the sample correlation vector rj, according to

(18) and employ Fisher transformation to rj, according to
(19), (20) and (21) to get Ly = [Lg1, -+, Li.N,, 1)

4: Compute the threshold b for judging the strength of
temporal channel correlation by substituting K and other
required parameters into (32) and set {uy }1<x<x accord-
ing to (23).

5s: forne {N, +1,--- Ny} do

6: forke{l,---,K} do

7: dr, = di + 1.

8: if d;. mod uy, == 0 then

9: Let d, = 0, and user k should send pilot in the
current time slot.

10: end if

11: User k reuses the latest CSI in the current time slot.

12: end for

13: end for

confidence interval of p;,, we can give the lower bound on the
asymptotic average achievable rate for user k with threshold
b as

lim
Pul;Pd1—> 0

— (M*K)Eulédl
Cr>(1—a)l 14 ——F—FF—. (33
o2 (1= a)log, (14 o) -y

V. NUMERICAL RESULTS

We consider a TDD massive MIMO system with M = 128,
and the simulation parameters follow the LTE standard [35].
The OFDM symbol delay spread is 5 ps, so the coherent
bandwidth is 100 kHz which contains N, = 7 subcarriers.
Each slot in TDD LTE standard lasts T, = 1 ms and consists
of N; = 14 symbols, therefore, N. = N;N;, = 98. The CSI
samples are generated using the COST 2100 outdoor channel
model, which captures the non-stationary characteristics of
radio channels and closely matches realistic massive MIMO
channel measurements [36]. The inherent spatial correlation
of the COST 2100 model is fully preserved, enabling per-
formance evaluation of the proposed scheme under realistic
propagation environments. Using the COST 2100 model,
we simulate an outdoor channel environment with a central
frequency of 2.6 GHz and a bandwidth of 20 MHz. Mobile
users are uniformly located in a circle of radius 500 m with
the BS located at the center of the circle. Unless otherwise
specified, user speeds are uniformly drawn from [1, 40] km/h,
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Fig. 3. Reduction ratio of channel estimation versus different user velocities.
K =60, ¢, = (q1 = 5 dB, 10 dB, 15 dB, 20 dB, respectively.

and we set K = 50, N, = 100, N,, = 10, {ua = (i,
€ul = €q1 = 15 dB and o = 0.1. The number of stationary
blocks in the simulation is set to 500. For the performance
metrics, we employ the normalized mean square error (NMSE)
to evaluate the error caused by channel estimation and channel

aging, which is given by
2
L))

and we use the cumulative distribution function (CDF) of the
spectral efficiency across all users to evaluate the effectiveness
of the channel estimation scheme. The pilot reduction ratio is
also adopted as a metric to evaluate the channel resources
freed by the proposed scheme, which is defined as the ratio
of reduced pilot overhead to the total pilot overhead of the
conventional scheme.

We first compare the pilot reduction ratio using the adaptive
channel estimation scheme with respect to the value of (, in
Fig. 3. The results are obtained via Monte Carlo simulations
averaged over 500 stationary blocks. The mobile user speeds
are set to {1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40} km/h, with
K = 60 and €, = 15 dB. Fig. 3 clearly illustrates that
when (¢, = 5 dB, our proposed adaptive scheme results in
a slight reduction in the number of channel estimations, and
the reduction ratio of channel estimation for all users becomes
higher as (, increases. The phenomenon is consistent with the
theoretical analysis. According to Lemma 2 and Corollary 2, a
low uplink training SNR significantly degrades the accuracy of
CSI estimation, leading to an underestimation of the temporal
channel correlation. In this case, our proposed channel estima-
tion scheme degrades to the conventional channel estimation
scheme. Conversely, the temporal channel correlation can be
estimated accurately when (; is high, which enables our pro-
posed scheme to set appropriate channel estimation intervals.
Moreover, as shown in Fig. 3, we observe that the users with
lower mobility exhibit a greater reduction in the number of
channel estimations as compared to those with higher mobility,

o 1S llgeln] = giln — il
NMSE‘E{K; PARIE
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Fig. 4. CDF of net sum spectral efficiency for our proposed scheme employing
different temporal correlation estimation algorithms with K = 50. a) () =
Car = 10 dB; b) Cu1 = Ca1 = 15 dB; ¢) (u = (a1 = 20 dB.

given the same (4. The reason lies in the fact that users
of lower velocities usually have stronger temporal channel
correlation, in which case longer channel estimation intervals
can effectively enhance the net sum spectral efficiency. From
Fig. 3, we also see that in the scenario of high uplink training
SNR where (,; > 15 dB, the reduction ratio of the channel
estimation frequency is almost the same when the velocities of
users are 1 km/h. The reason is that the BS needs to estimate
the channel at least once every INV,, time slots, so N,,, limits the
maximum channel estimation interval and thus constrains the
maximum reduction ratio of all users. Hence, IN,,, should be
set based on specific scenarios.

Since SNR is the primary factor influencing the frequency
of channel estimation, we then compare the CDF of the net
sum spectral efficiency for the conventional scheme and the
adaptive channel estimation scheme under different SNR, as
depicted in Fig. 4. In addition to Fisher transformation, we
consider three other algorithms, namely Levenberg-Marquardt
algorithm [37], Bayesian estimation [38], and Pearson cor-
relation coefficient for temporal correlation estimation. We
set K = 50 and (, of Fig. 4a-c to 10 dB, 15 dB and
20 dB, respectively. From Fig. 4, it is evident that the net
sum spectral efficiency of Fisher transformation-based adap-
tive scheme increases with (.. The reason is that Fisher
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Fig. 6. NMSE of adaptive channel estimation schemes employing different
temporal correlation estimation algorithms.

transformation obtains an underestimation of the temporal
correlation coefficient due to uplink training noise. Thus, the
increase in (3 improves the accuracy of CSI samples and
enables more precise correlation estimates obtained by Fisher
transformation. In this case, the channel estimation interval can
be correctly determined, which results in a substantial increase

Authorized licensed use limited to: Nanjing University. Downloaded on October 29,2026 at 07:16:53 UTC from IEEE Xplore. Restrictions apply.



QIAN AND WANG: PILOT SCHEDULING ON DEMAND: ADAPTIVE CHANNEL ESTIMATION SCHEME

0
21
Y
41
61
81 e,
~
-10 : ~. .
z121 SN S A = 4
=144 . et L TE e -y
2 16 %
=07 S
7 .18 9 C.;‘ ——————— R v
20 [S—Comventional | % T~ ~W———. v
22 4 |--w-—Fisher ¢y = 10 dB
24 —-y-— Fisher ¢, = 15 dB
) Fisher ¢, = 20 dB
-26  |--y-— Fisher ¢, = 25 dB
-28 4 |—-w-—Fisher ¢,; = 30 dB
-30 T T T T T
0 5 10 15 20 25 30
SNR [dB]

Fig. 7. NMSE of adaptive channel estimation schemes under different €,
and €41

1

b A
R4 Yy
0.9 1 b 4 g
4 Yy
) v
0.8 v Y/.'
T¥yvy
0.71 ¥
Y¥vyy
0.6 L
505 Y vy
She Y w¥

0.4 1 24

—#— Conventional
0.3 1 —-y-—Fisher a = 1 m/s’

—-y-—Fisher a = 2 m/s?
0.2 1 Fisher a = 3 m/s?

—-y-—Fisher a = 4 m/s?
0.1 —-y-—Fisher a = 5 m/s?

—-w-—Fisher a = 6 m/s?

100 120 140 160 180 200 220 240
Net Spectral Efficiency[bits/s/Hz]

Fig. 8. CDF of net sum spectral efficiency among the conventional estimation
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in net spectral efficiency. Additionally, the performance gain
corresponding to Fisher transformation is higher than that of
Pearson except when (,; = 10 dB. The underlying reason is
that the Pearson correlation coefficient provides an unbiased
estimation of the temporal correlation between CSIs. Since
the MMSE estimator is employed for channel estimation, it
follows from Lemma 2 that py ., [n] = pk“;% > Prug 1,
so the expected value of Pearson coefficient is only 0.9 times
the true channel correlation when the uplink training SNR
is 10 dB. Consequently, the Pearson correlation coefficient is
prone to underestimating the temporal correlation. (19) and
(21) further indicate that the confidence lower bound produced
by the Fisher transformation is smaller than the Pearson
sample correlation coefficient. Therefore, Fisher transforma-
tion yields a severe underestimation of temporal correlation,
which forces the proposed channel estimation scheme to adopt
a conservative CSI reuse strategy, while Pearson and other
algorithms reach the CSI reuse threshold and significantly
improve system performance. As (y; increases to 15 dB and
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20 dB, Pearson may overestimate the temporal correlation, in
which case the adaptive channel estimation scheme assigns a
channel estimation interval longer than coherence time. The
increase in estimation interval introduces the unit channel
aging error that outweighs the unit CSI reuse gain, thereby
decreasing performance. In contrast, Fisher transformation
effectively mitigates the overestimation and achieves a better
balance between channel aging errors and CSI reuse gains, as
demonstrated in Fig. 4(b) and Fig. 4(c). We can also see from
Fig. 4 that the Levenberg-Marquardt algorithm and Bayesian
estimation exhibit only marginal performance discrepancies
while demonstrating inferior spectral efficiency as compared
to Fisher transformation, indicating that Fisher transformation
achieves optimal performance among all algorithms in high
SNR scenarios where (, > 10 dB.

Furthermore, we depict the net sum spectral efficiency
against the K in Fig. 5. We set (1 = (q1 = 15 dB, with
K in Fig. 5a-c as 10, 40, and 70, respectively. From Fig. 5,
we observe that the system performance of all algorithms
improves as we increase K, with Fisher transformation and
Pearson consistently outperforming Bayesian estimation and
Levenberg-Marquardt algorithm in terms of net sum spectral
efficiency. We can also see from Fig. 5a that the net sum
spectral efficiency of all algorithms is lower than that of the
conventional scheme, with Fisher transformation exhibiting the
smallest performance loss. The reason is that few spectrum
resources are allocated for channel estimation when K is
small, in which case the unit channel aging error outweighs
the unit CSI reuse gain. Although threshold b is designed to
prevent CSI reuse in such scenarios, the ideal propagation
conditions assumed in Corollary 1 are not fully satisfied due
to the environmental noise, making the threshold derived from
(32) suboptimal for real scenarios. Consequently, the adaptive
scheme still reuses CSI with degraded performance, and Fisher
transformation minimizes channel aging errors due to the
tendency to underestimate. As shown in Fig. 5b, the CSI
reuse gain exceeds the channel aging error when K increases
to 40, in which case the net sum spectral efficiencies of all
algorithms are mainly in the range of [170, 200] bit/s/Hz,
achieving a 30%-40% gain over the conventional scheme,
with Pearson outperforming the other algorithms. As dis-
cussed in Section IV, the Fisher transformation is inherently
conservative and aims to mitigate performance degradation
caused by overestimation. Moreover, fewer users in Fig. 5b
correspond to a higher threshold according to (32) and thus
a more conservative CSI reuse policy as compared to the
scenario in Fig. 4b, which prevents Fisher transformation from
fully exploiting the redundant channel estimation resources,
resulting in worse performance than Pearson. Moreover, the
performance gains in Fig. 5c are akin to the ones in Fig. 4c.
So we conclude from Fig. 4 and Fig. 5 that in scenarios
with numerous users and high SNR, the Fisher transformation-
based channel estimation scheme can achieve a significant
improvement in net sum spectral efficiency and consistently
outperform other algorithms.

Now we illustrate the impact of channel aging by comparing
the NMSE performance of adaptive schemes using Levenberg-
Marquardt algorithm, Fisher transformation, Bayesian
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estimation, and Pearson with respect to (. The results are
exhibited in Fig. 6, from which we can observe that Fisher
transformation achieves the lowest NMSE performance among
the algorithms. Additionally, the NMSE of all algorithms has
a declining trend as () increases at the beginning, and then
gradually converges to a fixed value. This is consistent with
the theoretical analysis in Lemma 1 that NMSE comprises
the channel aging error and the estimation error. As (y
increases, the channel estimation error approaches zero, while
the channel aging error is independent of (,, leading to the
NMSE converging to a constant value. Note that the channel
aging error is decided by b according to Theorem 1. To
further validate that the phenomenon is caused by channel
aging, we compare NMSE performance under different
threshold b, as depicted in the Fig. 7, with €, set to 10, 15,
20, 25, and 30 dB. Fig. 7 indicates that the converged NMSE
value decreases as €, increases, with an approximate 5 dB
reduction in channel aging error for every 5 dB increase
in €y. The phenomenon suggests that higher €, leads to a
more conservative threshold b, which effectively mitigates the
channel aging error. In conclusion, the Fisher transformation-
based adaptive scheme introduces fewer channel aging errors
as compared to other algorithms. Furthermore, our proposed
method for setting threshold b allows for quantitative control
of the channel aging error.

In the proposed channel estimation scheme, the length of
stationary blocks is determined by the hyperparameter N,. In
practice, however, variations in user mobility induce changes
in the length of stationary blocks, which may affect the
performance of the proposed scheme. Since mobility variations
are manifested through user acceleration, we use acceleration
as a metric of mobility dynamics and evaluate the perfor-
mance of the proposed scheme under different acceleration
levels. Fig. 8 compares the CDF of the net sum spectral
efficiency among the conventional channel estimation scheme
and the proposed schemes under different accelerations. We
set (a1 = (a1 = 15 dB and K = 70. The acceleration of
mobile users denoted by a is set to be {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6} m/s?
in this scenario, respectively. From Fig. 8, we can observe
that the net sum spectral efficiencies obtained by the proposed
adaptive channel estimation scheme are mainly in the range of
[180, 200] bits/s/Hz, while those of the conventional scheme
are primarily in the range of [90, 100] bits/s/Hz. Thus, the
adaptive scheme approximately achieves a gain of 90 bit/s/Hz,
equivalently 25.7 Mbit/s for each user in a communication
system of 20 MHz bandwidth with 70 users. Furthermore, both
the range and the CDF growth trends of the net sum spectral
efficiency remain approximately consistent across different
accelerations. These results indicate that the proposed scheme
can accommodate variations in the stationary block caused by
changes in user mobility, and can effectively utilize outdated
CSI to improve the performance gains of massive MIMO
systems under diverse communication scenarios.

VI. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we investigated how to set appropriate channel
estimation intervals to utilize the redundant spectral resources
in the uplink training phase. We developed an adaptive channel
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estimation scheme according to the temporal channel correla-
tion and derived the net sum spectral efficiency of the proposed
scheme. Moreover, we employed Fisher transformation on CSI
samples to obtain high-confidence temporal channel correla-
tion interval estimates and determined the channel estimation
interval by comparing the lower bound of the interval esti-
mates to a predefined threshold. To control the channel aging
error from CSI reuse, we derived the asymptotic achievable
rate of the system and proposed a threshold design method
accordingly. Numerical results demonstrate that our proposed
scheme effectively enhances net sum spectral efficiency over
conventional one and achieves a good balance between the
channel aging error and CSI overhead reduction as com-
pared to common parameter estimation methods. Furthermore,
our proposed scheme is adaptable to various communication
scenarios. For future work, extensions to more general commu-
nication scenarios involving pilot contamination and spatially
correlated channels will be investigated to further enhance the
robustness and efficiency of the proposed channel estimation
scheme.

APPENDIX A
PROOF OF LEMMA 1

Note that the relationship between g, [n — ux| and g, [n] is
gi [l = prui[nlgin — ur] + ex . [n), where pg o [n] is the
temporal correlation coefficient between g, [n] and g, [n—ux],
€kup[n] ~ CN(0, Be(1 — pru,[n]*)Iar) represents channel
aging noise independent of g,[n — uy]. The mth component
of g, [n] can be expressed as

gi' 0] = pru[nlgi’ n —w] + eily,, [0, (35)

where e, [n] ~ CN(0, Bx(1 — pr.u,, [1]?). Then the variance
of the channel estimate can be derived as

E {lef, []*}

= E {loru[ngi" [n — ur] — g3 [n]*}

= E {|pk,u, [0 (35" [0 — ur] — g3 [n — we]) — ei, [0} -
(36)

From (4), we have

TulPul Bk m /TalPul Br il G7)

_ w
TapuB + 1F TupuBe + 1 PF
which allows (36) to be expressed as

E{lerty, [n]*}
= E {Ipk,u [0 (38" [0 — ur] — g [n — we]) — i, [0}
—Pkug [n]
Tupul Bk + 1
Pk uy [n]\/ Tulpulﬁk: m
+ Wy
TulPul Bk + 1 ’
Then, we utilize the fact that g [n — ug), wp’[n — uk), and
€x'y, 1] are mutually independent and observe that

E{|eiu, [nI"}
1

= Grapalie + 1P

+ Pk ,up [n]27—ulpulﬁi + 6k(1 — Pk,uy [nP)(TulpulBk + 1)2}

ailn =

gr'[n — ug]

[n—we] — ey, M]?}. (38)
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ﬁkpk u [n]2
— 1— w ln 2 4 LEPRuR U
Or(l = prun ) TapaBr + 1

= Bre(1 = pru [0]°) + P [N]E { €] 0]} - (39)

APPENDIX B
PROOF OF COROLLARY 2

According to the condition of Corollary 2, we have €, =

KpuBy and eq = 242%  Recalling that
x = AD)/?s, (40)

s0 we can also rewrite | {||z]|2} as
E{|le|*} = E{n{aD,A"}}
= (M — K)E {tr {Dn (HTH*>_1}}
— (M —K)XK:WE{ [(HTH*)l]kk}

k=1
K
= an = ]-7
k=1

where H 2 [hy,--- ,hy,--- ,hg| denotes the normalized
channel estimation matrix. Therefore, the downlink effective
SINR in conventional scheme with a target propagation envi-
ronment can be derived as

(41)

SINRj = — (M — K)W?’;{ _ (11‘4 — K)ven
s B =) e e par T PR
CFE-DEs (e
Rt wme TR
_ (M = K)ewea @)

o 1—|—6111-|-.K76dl7
and the downlink achievable rate is
(M — K)Eu1€d1>
Cr =lo - .
k g2(1+6u1+K6d1

Then we set the asymptotic net sum spectral efficiency equal
to that of the conventional channel estimation scheme with
€ul = puBr and eq = pd}(ﬁ L which yields

M_q K M- K
1+ K = (1—> log, (1+( )6“16“) :

(43)

1
082 Ns 1+ €ul + Kedl

(44)
Take the exponential of both sides of (44) and rearranging, we
have

M_
1+ £ — _<1+

b2

(M — K)egiea ) =%

b—2—1 1+ eq+ Keal
1 |
et @
M—K)ey€ s
(1 + 1+5u1+K1€c:1) -1
and thereby we set the threshold as
-3
Mo
b= K — +1 (46)
(M—K)eye Ns
(1 + 1+€u1+K1€dTI) -1
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